
 
 

Introduction to United States Military Records 
 

“Veterans are a symbol of what makes our nation great, and we must never forget all they have 
done to ensure our freedom” 

 
Objectives 
You will be able to: 

 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
What are Military Records 

Why use Military Records in your genealogical research 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

What you need to know to begin research in Military Records 
  
  
  

 
Numerous indexes have been created and are a great resource to aid you in identifying 
these details. 

 
 



  
 

Military Organization 
 
Five Military Branches: 

 Army

 Navy

 Marine Corps
 Air Force

 Coast Guard

 
*For the purpose of this class we will focus on the Army branch of the military 

 
Basic Military Vocabulary: 

 Artillery
 Cavalry
 Infantry

 
Military Unit Groups:  

 Squad

 Platoon
 Company

 Battalion

 Regiment

 Brigade
 Division

 Corps



  
 

 
Squad 

Platoon 
Company 
Battalion 

Regiment 
Brigade 
Division 
Corps 

 

Timeline of Conflicts 

Timeline of Major United States Conflicts 

War Years 
Colonial Wars 
Revolutionary War 
War of 1812 
Mexican War 
Civil War 
Indian Wars 
Spanish-American War 
Philippine Insurrection 
World War I 
World War II 
Korean War 
Vietnam War 

 

Key Record Types 
 

Complied Military Service Records (CMSR) – “Service Records” 
 

 

Pension Records  
 

 



  
 

 

 
 

Bounty Land Warrants  
 

 

 
Draft Records  

 
 

  
 

 

Key Record Types 

War 
Bounty 
Land 

Service 
Records 

Draft 
Records 

Pension 
Records 

Revolutionary War X X  X 

War of 1812 X X  X 

Mexican War X X  X 

Civil War  X X X 

Indian Wars X X  X 

Span-Am War and P.I.  X  X 

World War I  X X  

World War II  X X  

Korean War  X X  

Vietnam War  X X  

 

 



  
 

Determine Service 

 
 

 
 

 

Birth Years for Possible Military Service 

War Duration Years of Birth 

Revolutionary War 
War of 1812 
Mexican War 
Civil War 
Indian Wars 
Span-Am War and P.I. 
World War I 
World War II 
Korean War 
Vietnam War 

 

Locating Military Records 

Online Resources 

 
 
 

Physical Repositories to Identify Military Records 

Repository Records Years Covered 
National Archives and 
Records Administration 
(NARA) 
Washington, D.C. 



  
 

www.archives.gov 
National Personnel 
Records Center (NPRC) 
St. Louis, MO 
www.archives.gov 
U.S. Army Heritage and 
Education Center 
Carlisle Barracks, PA 
ahec.armywarcollege.edu 
State and Local Archives 

 

Limitations 

 

 
 

Online Resources: 

 
 
 
 
 

 


